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Introduction.

Globalization
Ameri ca as oTossed
Unity and strength in diversity.

Rich tapestry woven of cultures of the
world.

Recognize and celebrate differences.



NAEYC Pasittorn: Statement (2005)

oMany | anguages, Many cu
to Diversitybo
Families: Involve families and help families realize
cognitive advantages of child knowing more the
one language. Honor cultural values and
traditions of c¢chi |l dos
Young children: Connect children to their home languag
and culture and preserve it. Help develop
concepts within cultural concepts and develop
strategies for all/l c h
opportunities for children to show what they
know and can do.




NAEYC Position Statement (Contd..)

Early Childhood Professionals:

. Provide professional preparation and
development in the areas of culture,
language and diversity.

. Examine their own
cultural background to see how young
chil drends cul ture an

earning.

. Support educators who are trained In

anguages other than English

. Be advocates for diverse young children
and families.




NAEYC Early Childhood Program
Standards: & Acereditation (Criteria (200°

1A.01& 2A.04:

Collect information of how families define own race, religion, home
language, culture and family structure. Reflects responsiveness to
families/ home values, beliefs, experiences and language.

2A.08,2L.03 & 3B. 01:
Materials and equipment reflect and build their understanding:
Lives of children and families
Diversity in society including gender, age, language and abilities.
2 J.01:

Opportunities for appreciation of art, music, drama and dance in way
that reflect cultural diversity.

3B.10, 3F.04 & 3F.05:

Teachers respect home culture and family practices for routine care
and help children understand spoken language (pictures, objects etc.
and support chil dos home | angue




Importance of multicultural

environments in early childhood
education.

Understanding of own culture within

their society (Diaz, 2001).

V y g o tseckalycanstructivist
theory. Bordva& Leong 1996)

Chil drenos I nteres
classroom/local community as a startin
point (Short 1996).



Teecacc' hherfcsrQticsGheatinl @c t e r
multiculturalcenvironment
(Banks) 1998;INiet0,5:992).

. Sound knowledge base about social
sciences, pedagogical principles, and
cultural pluralism.

. Honest assessment about own heritage

. Positive attitude

. Ability to see through multiple
perspectives.



Multicultural classroom environments.

Standards to promote multiculturalism,
goodwill and acceptance.

1. Relevance
2. Durability
3. Presentation

Environment is a very powerful tool and can
be used as a knowledge building
Instrument DermanSparks, 1989).



Multicultural .classroom environments

for Infants.anddoddlers
. Home visit before infant begins in the classroom

Il ncorporate things from b
(Favorite book, music, other materials)
. Post family pictures on wall

. Record favorite stories / songs sung together at home an
bring to classroom

. Incorporate foods, activities, finger plays from home

. Learn how routines are handled at home

- Have a basket of pictures

. Make a classroom holiday/ home events timeline border |
classroom

. Share pictures of children/ babies of all races & cultures.
(Dodge,Rudick& Berke 2006)



Guidelines for selecting

multicultura

| materials

1. Multicultural materials to be collected
or bought over a period of time.

2. Introduce multicu

tural materials that

reflect culture of t

ne children In

classroom or community.

3. Add multicultural

material to the

different interest areas of the room.



Art Area
Art materials in this area include:

Skin colored markers, multicultural craft
paper, skin tone papers, collage material:
from different cultures, scraps of
imported cloth, origami papers, rice
papers, dry gourds, coconut shells, red
clay, feathers, raffia, sea shells, dry fish
scales, and coral rocks (Melendez &
Ostertag 1997)




Literacy Area

Books on diversity, ethnicity, different
lifestyles, alphabet and counting books o
other cultures, journals, magazines,
newspapers in different languages, book
made by classroom children about
themselves and their families, and also
books with story tapes including ethnic
background music.




Visual displays

Picture postcards, posters, real life posted
displays, good photographs are some
examples of visual displays.

Posters of art/ artifacts in art area

Posters of buildings/ environments in blocl
area

Pictures of people, families, ethnic foods ir
dramatic area.



Folk songs, ethnic music, vocal music,
Instrumental music from all over the
world.

Songs with simple words and melodies
from other cultures.

Songs that encourage differences,
acceptance and cooperation.

Drums, horns, conch shells, maracas, gour
tambourines, marimba, & wooden flutes.



