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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
 
NAME: Karen L. Fingerman Year: September 2008 
 
ADDRESS: Purdue University 

Department of Child Development and Family Studies 
1200 West State Street 
West Lafayette, IN 47907-2055 
Phone: 765-496-6378 
Fax: 765-494-0503 
Email: karenf@purdue.edu 

 
EDUCATION: 
 
1987  B.A., Magna cum Laude Psychology  Harvard/Radcliffe College 
1990  M.A.    Psychology  University of Michigan 
1993  Ph.D.    Psychology  University of Michigan 
1993-1994 Postdoctoral Fellow   School of Medicine Stanford University 
 
HONORS: 
 
2006  Star Gerontologist Award, Center on Aging and the Life Course, Purdue 

University 
2003-2008 Berner Hanley University Scholar, Purdue University 
2005  Harshman Visiting Lecturer, Guelph, Canada 
2005  Elected Fellow, American Psychological Society 
2002  Elected Fellow, Gerontological Society of America 
2000-2002 Brookdale National Fellow, Brookdale Foundation 
1999  Margret Baltes Award for Early Career Achievement in Social and Behavioral 

Gerontology, Gerontological Society of America 
1998  Springer Award for Early Career Achievement in Research on Adult 

Development and Aging, American Psychological Association 
1997  Schreyer Institute Award for Innovative Teaching, Pennsylvania State University 
1988-1991 National Science Foundation Fellowship for Graduate Study 
1989  Barbara Oleshansky Research Prize, University of Michigan 
1987-1988 Rotary Scholar, Nairobi, Kenya 
1987  Harvard University Undergraduate Commencement Speaker 
1987  Elected Phi Beta Kappa 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
 
2008  Berner Hanley Professor in Gerontology, Child Development and Family Studies, 

Purdue University 
 
2003-2008 Associate Professor, Child Development and Family Studies, Purdue University 
 
2007-2009  Visiting scholar, University of California at Irvine, Psychology & Social Behavior 

(Summer 2007, 2008, January to June, 2009) 
 
2001-2002 Associate Professor of Human Development and Family Studies 

Faculty Affiliate, Gerontology Center, The Pennsylvania State University 
 

1995-2001 Assistant Professor of Human Development and Family Studies,  
Faculty Affiliate, Gerontology Center, The Pennsylvania State University 
 

1994-1995  Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, University of San Francisco 
 
1993-1994 Postdoctoral Fellow, Stanford University School of Medicine  
 
1984-1986 Research Assistant (Jerome Kagan), Harvard Infant Study 
 
GRANTS: 
 
Proposed   National Institute on Aging, National Institutes of Health. Co-Principal 

Investigator (Kenneth Ferraro, Principal Investigator), “Interdisciplinary training 
in aging and the life course.”  

 
2006-2010 National Institute on Aging, National Institutes of Health. Principal Investigator, 

“The Psychology of Intergenerational Transfers,” R01AG027769, $1,532,990. 
 
2008  Graduate recruitment funds. Purdue University Graduate School. $1,000.  
 
2007-2008 MacArthur Network on Transitions to Adulthood. “Supplement to the Psychology 

of Intergenerational Transfers to Enhance Study of Young Adult Offspring” 
(Frank Furstenberg, Network Director), $71,454.  

 
2007-2008 Kinley Trust Award. Purdue University. Principal Investigator, “Parental support 

of young adult offspring,” $19,915. 
 
2007  Instructional Development Award.  Purdue University, $7,000.  
 
2001-2006 National Institute on Aging, National Institutes of Health. Principal Investigator, 

“Problems Between Parents and Offspring in Adulthood,” R01 AG17916, 
$1,286,694. 
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2004-2005 Graduate Student Recruitment Initiative funds for the department of Child 

Development & Family Studies, Purdue University, $5,000.  
 
2001-2003 National Institute on Aging, National Institutes of Health. Training Faculty 

(Steven Zarit, Principal Investigator), “Interdisciplinary Training Grant in 
Gerontology”. $1,596,310. 

 
2000-2002 Brookdale Foundation. Principal Investigator, “Family Relationships and Sensory 

Impairments in Late Life,” $105,000.  
 
1997-1999 National Institute on Aging, National Institutes of Health. Principal Investigator, 

"Adults' Reasoning About Problems in Social Relationships,” R03AG14484A, 
$66,597.  

 
1996  Pennsylvania State University Gerontology Center Award. Principal Investigator, 

"Social Problem Solving Across Adulthood," $4,000.  
 
1995  College of Health and Human Development Interdisciplinary Seed Grant. 

Principal Investigator (Steve Zarit and Linda Burton, Co-PI's), "Middle-Aged and 
Older Adults' Perceptions of Connections to Grandchildren," $5,000. 

 
1993  Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues. Principal Investigator, 

Grants-in-Aid for Research Program, "Interpersonal Tension in the Aging 
Mother/Adult Daughter Relationship."   

 
1993  Sigma χi Society Dissertation Grant. Principal Investigator, "Mother/Daughter 

Conflict in Later Life".   
 
1993  American Psychological Association Dissertation Grant. "Interpersonal Tension 

in the Aging Mother/Adult Daughter Relationship." 
 
1992  Rackham Graduate School of Studies, University of Michigan, Dissertation 

Grant. Principal Investigator, "Interpersonal Tension in the Aging Mother/Adult 
Daughter Relationship.” 

 
PUBLICATIONS: 
 
* student author 
 
Fingerman, K. L., Pitzer, L.*, Lefkowitz. E. S., Birditt, K. S., & Mroczek, D., (in press). 

Ambivalent relationship qualities between adults and their parents: Implications for both 
parties’ well-being. Journals of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences.  

 
Davey, A., Tucker, C. J., Fingerman, K. L., & Savla, J. (in press). Variability in representations 

of past relationships with parents. Journals of Gerontology: Social Sciences.  
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Cichy, K. E.*, Lefkowitz, E. S., & Fingerman, K. L. (in press). Generational differences in 

gender attitudes between parents and grown offspring. Sex Roles. 
 
Fingerman, K. L., Miller, L.*, & Seidel, A. J.* (in press). Functions families serve in old age. In 

S. Qualls & S. Zarit (Eds.), Aging families and caregiving: A clinician’s guide to research, 
practice, and technology. New York: Wiley.   

 
Fingerman, K. L., Whiteman, S. D., & Dotterer, A. M. (in press). Mother-child relationships in 

adolescence and old age. In H. T. Reis & S. K. Sprecher (Eds.), Encyclopedia of human 
relationships. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., Buckser, A., & Turiano, N. A.* (in press). Holidays and relationships. In H. T. 

Reis & S. K. Sprecher (Eds.), Encyclopedia of human relationships. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., (in press). Weak ties. In H. T. Reis & S. K. Sprecher (Eds.), Encyclopedia of 

human relationships. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  
 
Mroczek, D. K., Pitzer, L.* & Miller, L. M.*, Fingerman, K. L., (in press).   The use of archival 

data in adult development and aging research.  In K. H. Trzesniewski, M. B. Donnellan, & 
R.E. Lucas (Eds.), Analyzing archival data: Methods and illustrations.  Washington, DC: 
APA Books. 

 
Birditt, K. S., Fingerman, K. L., Kamp Dush, C. M.*, & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2008). Parents as 

peers: Development of a filial maturity scale. Journal of Adult Development, 15, 1-12. 
 
Fingerman, K. L., Miller, L.*, & Charles, S. T. (2008). Saving the best for last: How adults treat 

social partners of different ages. Psychology and Aging, 23, 399-409. 
 
Hay, E. L., Fingerman, K. L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2008). The worries adult children and their 

parents experience for one another. International Journal of Aging and Human 
Development, 67, 101-127. 

 
Hay, E. L.*, Fingerman, K. L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2007). The experience of worry in parent-

adult child relationships. Personal Relationships, 14, 605-622.  
 
Fingerman, K. L., Hay, E. L.*, Kamp Dush, C. M.*, Cichy, K. E.*, & Hosterman, S.* (2007). 

Parents’ and offspring’s perceptions of change and continuity when parents experience the 
transition to old age. Advances in Life Course Research, 12, 275-306. 

 
Fingerman, K. L., & Pitzer, L. M.* (2007). Socialization in old age. In P. D. Hastings & J. E. 

Grusec (Eds.), Handbook of Socialization (pp. 232-255). New York: Guilford Press.  
 
Cichy, K. E*, Fingerman, K. L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2007). Causes of interpersonal tensions 

across adulthood. International Journal of Aging and Human Development, 64, 171-193. 
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Moorman, S. M.*, Booth, A., Fingerman, K. L. (2006). Women’s romantic relationships after 

widowhood. Journal of Family Issues, 27, 1281-1304 
 
Fingerman, K. L., Chen, P. C.*, Hay, E. L.*, Cichy, K. E.*, & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2006). 

Ambivalent reactions in the parent and offspring relationship. Journals of Gerontology: 
Psychological Sciences, 61B, 152-160. 

 
Fingerman, K. L., & Dolbin-MacNab, M.* (2006). Lessons from the baby boomers and their 

parents: How a cohort shapes an understanding of intergenerational ties. In S. Willis & S. 
K. Whitbourne (Eds.), The baby boomers at midlife: Contemporary perspectives on middle 
age (pp. 237-259). Mahwah, N. J. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., & Baker, B.* (2006). Socioemotional aspects of aging. In J. Wilmouth & K. 

Ferraro (Eds.), Perspectives in Gerontology (3rd Edition) (pp. 183-202). New York: Springer.  
 
Birditt, K. S.*, Fingerman, K. L., & Almeida, D.  (2005). Age and gender differences in reported 

reactions to interpersonal tensions: A daily diary study.  Psychology & Aging, 20, 330-340.  
 
Birditt, K. S.*, & Fingerman, K. L. (2005). Do we get better at picking our battles?  Age 

differences in descriptions of behavioral reactions to interpersonal tensions. Journals of 
Gerontology: Psychological Sciences, 60B, P121-P128.  

 
Hay, E. L.*, & Fingerman, K. L. (2005). Perceptions of social control across adulthood. 

International Journal of Aging and Human Development, 60, 53-75.  
 
Cichy, K. E.*, & Fingerman, K. L. (2005). Families around the world and through the life 

course. [Book review Intergenerational relations across time and place.]. Contemporary 
Gerontology, 11, 173-174.   

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2004). The role of offspring and children-in-law in grandparents’ relationships 

with grandchildren. Journal of Family Issues, 25, 1026-1049.   
 
Fingerman, K. L., Hay, E. L.*, & Birditt, K. S.* (2004). The best of ties, the worst of ties: Close, 

problematic, and ambivalent relationships across the lifespan. Journal of Marriage and 
Family, 66, 792-808. 

 
Fingerman, K. L., & Hay, E. L.* (2004). Intergenerational ambivalence in the context of the 

larger social network. In K. Luescher & K. Pillemer (Eds.), Intergenerational ambivalence. 
Amsterdam: Elsevier/JAI Press.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., & Lang, F. (2004). Coming together: A lifespan perspective on personal 

relationships. In F. Lang & K. L. Fingerman (Eds.), Growing together: Personal 
relationships across the life span (pp. 1-23).  New York: Cambridge University Press.  
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Fingerman, K. L. (2004). The consequential stranger: Peripheral ties across the life span. In F. 

Lang & K. L. Fingerman (Eds.), Growing together: Personal relationships across the life 
span (pp. 183-209). New York: Cambridge University Press.  

 
Lang, F., & Fingerman, K. L. (Eds.). (2004). Growing together: Personal relationships across 

the life span. New York: Cambridge University Press 
 
Fingerman, K. L., Nussbaum, J., & Birditt, K. S.* (2004). Keeping all five balls in the air: 

Juggling family communication at midlife. In A. L. Vangelisti (Ed.), Handbook of family 
communication (pp. 135-152).  Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 

 
Lefkowitz, E. S., & Fingerman, K. L. (2003). Positive and negative emotional feelings and 

behaviors in mother-daughter ties in late life.  Journal of Family Psychology, 17, 607 - 617.  
 
Birditt, K. S.*, & Fingerman, K. L. (2003). Age and gender differences in adults’ emotional 

reactions to interpersonal tensions. Journal of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences, 58B, 
P237-P245.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., & Birditt, K. S.* (2003). Do age differences in close and problematic family 

ties reflect the pool of available relatives? Journal of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences, 
58, P80-P87. 

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2002). Completing the lifecycle: Incorporating adult development and aging 

into lifespan psychology courses. In S. K. Whitbourne & J. C. Cavanaugh (Eds.), The aging 
dimension in undergraduate psychology courses: A practical guide to teaching. Washington, 
DC: American Psychological Association.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., & Hay, E. L.* (2002). Searching under the streetlight? Age biases in the 

personal and family relationships literature. Personal Relationships, 9, 415-433.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2001). Aging mothers and their adult daughters: A study in mixed emotions. 

New York: Springer. Reprinted as: Fingerman, K. L. (2003). Mothers and their adult 
daughters: Mixed emotions, enduring bonds. Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books 

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2001). The paradox of a distant closeness: Intimacy in parent/child ties. 

Generations, 25, 26-33. 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2000). Enhancing student interest in the psychology of aging: An interview 

with Susan Whitbourne. Teaching of Psychology, 27, 224-229.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2000). “We had a nice little chat”: Age and generational differences in 

mothers' and daughters' descriptions of enjoyable visits. Journal of Gerontology: 
Psychological Sciences, 55, P95-P106. 

 
Fingerman, K. L., & Bedford, V. H. (2000). Lessons from the early years: Infusing gerontology 

with ideas from child development (Introduction to the Special Edition: Child development 
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and gerontology collaborations). International Journal of Aging and Human Development, 
51, 1-4.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., & Bermann, E. (2000). Applications of family systems theory to the study of 

adulthood. International Journal of Aging and Human Development, 51, 5-29. 
 
Fingerman, K. L., & Griffiths, P. C.* (1999). Season’s greetings: Adults’ social contact at the 

holiday season. Psychology and Aging, 14, 192-205.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1999). [Invited review of the book Women, feminism and aging.] Journal of 

Women and Aging, 11. 
 
Fingerman, K. L., & Bertrand, R.* (1999). Approaches to teaching adult development within a 

lifespan development course. Teaching of Psychology, 26, 55-57. 
 
Troll, L., & Fingerman, K. L. (1999). Emotional experiences in later life. In D. Levinson, J. 

Ponzetti, & P. Jorgensen (Eds.), Encyclopedia of human emotions (pp. 390-394). New York: 
Macmillan. 

 
Fingerman, K. L. (1998). The good, the bad, and the worrisome: Complexities in grandparents' 

relationships with individual grandchildren. Family Relations, 47, 403-414. 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1998). Tight lips: Aging mothers' and their adult daughters' responses to 

interpersonal tensions in their relationship. Personal Relationships, 5, 121-138. 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1997). Aging mothers' and their adult daughters' retrospective ratings of past 

conflict in their relationship. Current Psychology, 16, 131-154. 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1997). Being more than a daughter: Middle-aged women's conceptions of 

their mothers. Journal of Women and Aging, 9, 55-72.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1997). A new bent on the old and "familial." [Invited review of the book 

Handbook of aging and the family]. Contemporary Psychology, 42, 327-328. 
 
Fingerman, K.L. (1996, 1997). Commentary on K.A. Abul'khanova-Slavskaia, The personal 

organization of time and life strategy. Journal of Russian & East European Psychology, 34, 86-89. 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1996). Sources of tension in the aging mother and adult daughter relationship. 

Psychology and Aging, 11, 591-606.  
 
Fingerman, K. L., Gallagher-Thompson, D., Lovett, S., & Rose, J. (1996). Internal 

resourcefulness, task demands, coping, and dysphoric affect amongst caregivers of the frail 
elderly. International Journal of Aging and Human Development, 42, 341-360. 
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Troll, L., & Fingerman, K.L. (1996). Parent/child bonds in adulthood. In C. Malestesta-Magai & 

S. McFadden (Eds.), Handbook of emotion, adult development and aging (pp. 185-205). 
Orlando, FL: Academic Press.  

 
Fingerman, K. L. (1995). Aging mothers' and their adult daughters' perceptions of conflict 

behaviors. Psychology and Aging, 10, 639-650. 
 
Fingerman, K. L., & Perlmutter M. (1995). Future time perspective across adulthood. Journal of 

General Psychology, 122, 95-112.  
 
Fingerman, K. L., & Perlmutter, M. (1994). Self rating of past, present, and future cognitive 

performance across adulthood. International Journal of Aging and Human Development, 38, 
303-322. 

 
Fingerman, K. L. (1989). Sex and the working mother: Adolescent sexuality, sex typing, and 

family background. Adolescence, 24, 1-18. 
 
Works in Progress: 
 
Birditt, K. S., Miller, L. M.*, Fingerman, K. L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (in press) Tensions in the 

parent and adult child relationship: Links to solidarity and ambivalence. Psychology and 
Aging.  

 
Cichy, K. E.*, Lefkowitz, E. S., & Fingerman, K. L. (under review). Demand, withdraw, and 

dominant behaviors between adults and their parents. 
 
Miller, L. *, Fingerman, K. L., & Charles, S. (under review). Perceptions of social transgressions 

in adulthood: Does age make a difference? 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (under review). Consequential strangers: Weak ties, peripheral relationships, 

and acquaintances. 
 
Pitzer, L. M., Fingerman, K. L. , & Lefkowitz, E. S. (under review).  Support and negativity in 

the adult parent child tie: Development of the Parent Adult Relationship Questionnaire 
(PARQ). 

 
Fingerman, K. L., Miller, L. M., Birditt, K. S., & Zarit, S. (in preparation). Parental assistance to 

grown children.  
 
Fingerman, K. L., Berg, C., Antonucci, T. A., & Smith, J. (Eds.) (in preparation). Handbook of 

lifespan psychology. New York: Springer Publishers.  
 
 
 
Nonacademic Publications: 
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Fingerman, K. L. (1998). Brief response to husband's jealously upon birth of a first child. In S. J. 

Ceci & M. W. Williams (Eds.), Escaping the advice trap: 59 tough relationship problems 
solved by the experts. Kansas City, MO: Andrews and McMeel. 

 
Fingerman, K. L. (Ed.). (1989). Passages: Language arts learning series for grades 7-12. Des 

Moines, IA: Perfection Form Company.  
 
Invited Presentations: 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2007, October). Never outgrowing the influence: How parents and children 

influence each other in adulthood. Jan Jacobs Memorial Symposium. Society for the Study 
of Human Development, University Park, PA.  

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2007, May). ‘You’re not so bad anymore, Bernie’: Negative emotional 

experiences in relationships across adulthood. Invited talk at the Association for 
Psychological Science, Washington, DC. 

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2007, May). Transferring the wealth: Generational exchanges at the 

transition to adulthood. The MacArthur Foundation Network on the Transition to Adulthood, 
Philadelphia, PA.  

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2006, September). Why don’t you get on my nerves anymore?: Age differences 

in relationships across adulthood. University of Texas, Austin, Texas.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2006, April). Relationships in adulthood. Center for Gerontology, Virginia 

Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, VA. 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2005, September). The best is yet to come: Emotional changes in relationships 

in adulthood. Research colloquium. University of Guelph, Guelph Canada.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2005, September). Friend or friction?: Relationships between parents and 

offspring in adulthood. Harshman Visiting Lecture, Guelph Canada.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2004, April). Why don’t you get on my nerves anymore?: Intergenerational 

ties in adulthood. Bronfenner Center, Cornell University.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2003, April). “You used to be much more annoying”: Family relationships in 

late life. Child Development and Family Studies Colloquium, Purdue University. 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2003, December). Family or friction?: Adults’ intergenerational ties. Invited 

talk to President Jischke for the College of Consumer and Family Sciences, Purdue 
University.  

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2002, April). Luck of the draw? Qualities of families in late life. Invited talk 

presented at the annual meeting of the Brookdale Foundation. New York, NY. 
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Fingerman, K. L. (2001, November). Why don’t you get on my nerves anymore? Age differences 

in relationship qualities. Margret Baltes Early Career Award Lecture, presented at the annual 
meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Chicago, IL. 

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2001, October). Influences of hearing and vision loss in the parent/child tie in 

late life. Invited talk presented at the annual meeting of the Brookdale Foundation, New 
York, NY. 

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2000, May). Parent/child dyads in adulthood. Invited talk presented to the 

National Institute on Aging special session on social ties in later life. Berkeley, CA.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2000, April). Social problems in adulthood. Gerontology Speaker, Kent State 

University.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2000, April). Family ties and sensory impairments in later life. Invited talk 

presented at the annual meeting of the Brookdale Foundation, New York, NY.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (2000, February). Ambivalence in the larger social network. Invited talk 

presented to the Humboldt Foundation transcoop international working group on 
intergenerational ambivalence, Constance, Germany.  

 
Fingerman, K. L. (2000, January). Problematic social ties in later life. Psychology Department, 

Brandeis University.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1998, April). Close friends twice removed: Psychological implications of 

peripheral social ties. Social Psychology Colloquium Series, Pennsylvania State University. 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1996, June). Mixed emotions in everyday experience. Invited symposium 

organized for the annual meeting of the American Psychological Society, San Francisco, CA.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1996, February). Social relationships in adulthood. State-of-the-art invited 

address presented at the annual conference of the Association for Gerontology in Higher 
Education, Philadelphia, PA.  

 
Fingerman, K. L. (1996, January). Never-ending ties: Parent/child bonds in adulthood. 

Gerontology Colloquium Series, Pennsylvania State University. 
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1995, May). Mother/daughter conflict in later life. Developmental 

Psychology Area, Stanford University.  
 
Fingerman, K. L. (1995, February). Negative aspects of mother/daughter relationships. 

Departmental colloquium series, Department of Psychology, University of San Francisco. 
 
Selected Presentations at Professional Meetings since 2000: 
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Cichy, K. E., Lefkowitz, E. S., & Fingerman, K. L. (2007, November). Do parents see their 

offspring through rose colored glasses? Examining parents' and grown offspring's 
perceptions of success. Symposium paper in V. H. Bedford (chair), Discrepancies 
between family informant reports and their implications, annual meeting of the 
Gerontological Society of America, San Francisco, CA. 

 
Miller, L. M., Fingerman, K. L., & Charles, S. T. (2007, November). Perceptions of social 

transgressions in adulthood: Does age make a difference? Symposium paper in C. E. 
Loeckenhoff (chair), Age differences in emotional responses and affective processing in 
social contexts, annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, San Francisco, 
CA.   

 
Fingerman, K. L., Miller, L. M., Pitzer, L. & Birditt K. S. (2007, November). Parents’ and 

offspring’s perceptions of irritations? Symposium paper in V. H. Bedford (chair), 
Discrepancies between family informant reports and their implications, annual meeting of 
the Gerontological Society of America, San Francisco, CA. 

 
Miller, L. M., Seidel, A. J., Fingerman, K. L., Zarit, S. H., & Birditt, K. S. (2007, November). 

Beliefs about helping grown offspring and parents. Poster presented at the Gerontological 
Society of America Conference, San Francisco, CA. 

 
Pitzer, L., Fingerman, K.L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2007, November).  Development 

and validation of the Parent Adult Relationship Quality Scale (PARQ).  Poster presented 
at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, San Francisco, CA.  
 

Pitzer, L., & Fingerman, K.L. (2007, November).  Helicopter parents: College students’ reports 
of cell phone communication with parents.   Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 
Gerontological Society of America, San Francisco, CA.   

 
Willis, A. M., Pitzer, L. M., Miller, L. M., & Fingerman, K. L. (2007, November). The impact of 

familial attitudes on disagreements & marital adjustment. Poster to be presented at the 
National Council on Family Relations, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
Pitzer, L., Miller, L., Fingerman, K. L., Birditt, K., & Mroczek, D. (2007, 

October). Moderators of the association between relationship quality and well- 
being in the adult child and parent tie. Poster to be presented at the 
Society for the Study of Human Development Conference, State College, PA. 

 
Birditt, K. S., Miller, L. M. , Fingerman, K. L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2007). Feeling conflicted: 

Interpersonal tensions and ambivalence in the parent adult-child relationship. Symposium 
paper to be presented in K. S. Birditt (chair) Crossing relationship boundaries: Social ties 
and stress across the lifespan. Society for the Study of Human Development, University 
Park, PA.  

 
Lefkowitz, E. A., Espinosa-Hernandez, G., Cichy, K. E., Miller, L. M., & Fingerman, K. L. 

(October, 2007). Positive and negative behaviors during conversations between adults and 
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their parents. Symposium paper to be presented in E. A. Lefkowitz (chair) Parent-offspring 
interactions across the lifespan. Society for the Study of Human Development, University 
Park, PA.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., Pitzer, L. M., Mroczek, D., & Lefkowitz, E. S., (2006, November). Qualities 

of relationships between adults and their parents and individual well-being.  Symposium 
paper presented in K. L. Fingerman & D. Mroczek (co-chairs), Socioemotional aspects of 
well-being, the Gerontological Society of America, Dallas, TX. 

 
Cichy, K. E., Lefkowitz, E. S., & Fingerman, K. L. (2006, November). Talking about conflict: 

Relationship quality and communication behavior during interactions between adults and 
their parents. Poster presented at the Gerontological Society of America, Dallas, TX. 

 
Pitzer, L., & Fingerman, K.L. (2006, November).  Effects of resources on adult depression 

following childhood father loss.  Poster presented at the Gerontological Scoiety of 
America, Dallas, TX. 

 
Birditt, K. S., Miller, L. M., Fingerman, K. L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2006, November).  If you 

only knew how irritating you are: Perceptions of tensions in the adult parent-child 
relationship. Symposium paper in K. S. Birditt (chair), "Sometimes love don't feel like it 
should": Irritations in close relations across the lifespan, Gerontological Society of America, 
Dallas, TX. 

 
Miller, L. M., Fingerman, K. L., Lefkowitz, E. S., & Cichy, K. E. (2006, November). The quality 

of the parent-adult offspring relationship: The influence of communication. Poster 
presented at the meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Dallas, TX. 

 
Cichy, K. E., Lefkowitz, E. S., Haupt, S. E., Thieman, C. S., & Fingerman, K. L. (2006, July). 

Who's in charge? Generational differences in dominance behavior during parent-adult 
offspring interactions. Poster to be presented at the Conference on Personal Relationships, 
International Association for Relationship Research, Rethymnon, Crete. 

 
Espinosa-Hernandez, G., Lefkowitz, E. S. & Fingerman, K. L. (2006, July). Parents’ and 

offspring’s role centrality and its association with well-being and life satisfaction. Poster  
to be presented at the Conference on Personal Relationships, International Association for 
Relationship Research, Rethymnon, Crete.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., Pitzer, L. M., Lefkowitz, E. S., & Hay, E. L. (2005, November). The 

psychological underpinnings of intergenerational ambivalence.  In K. Pillemer (Chair), 
Ambivalence in late life families: New directions and empirical evidence. Symposium at 
the meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Orlando, FL. 

 
Baker, B. N., Fingerman, K. L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2005, November). Being close, what does it 

mean for parents and offspring? Poster presented at the Gerontological Society of 
America, Orlando, FL. 
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Pitzer, L. M., Whitney, A. M., Baker, B. N., & Fingerman, K. L. (2005, November).  

Relationships between couples engaged to be married and their mothers: Future in-law 
ties.  Poster presented at the Gerontological Society of America, Orlando, FL. 

 
Espinosa-Hernandez, G., Cichy, K. E., Lefkowitz, E. S., Fingerman, K. L., & 

Hosterman, S. J. (2005, November).  Parents’ and adult offspring’s role 
centrality. Poster presented at the meeting of the Gerontological Society 
of America, Orlando, FL. 

 
Miller, L. M., Lefkowitz, E. S., Cichy, K. E., & Fingerman, K. L. (2005, November). 

Generational, gender, and ethnic differences in parent-adult offspring's communication 
openness. Poster presented at the Gerontological Society of America, Orlando, FL. 

 
Cichy, K. E., Lefkowitz, E. S., Fingerman, K. L., & Gottschall, A. (2005, November).  Gender 

differences in dominance behavior during parent-offspring interactions.  In K.E. Cichy 
and K. L. Fingerman (Chairs), A picture tells a thousand words: Observation studies in 
gerontological research.  Symposium at the meeting of the Gerontological Society of 
America, Orlando, FL. 

 
Fingerman, K. L., Hay, E. L., Kamp Dush, C.M., Cichy, K., & Hosterman, S., &. (2005, 

October). Role revisions in parent/offspring relationships. In Davis Kean, P & J. Jacobs (co-
chairs), “Parent child relationships across the lifespan”, symposium conducted at the 
Society for the Study of Human Development, Asilomar, CA.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., Chen, P. C., Hay, E. L., Kerkhof, A., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2004, 

November). You still make me feel the same: Negative feelings in the parent/offspring tie in 
adulthood. Symposium paper presented in F. Lang (chair), Challenges and potentials of 
social relationships in adulthood and late life. Gerontological Society of America 
 Conference, Washington D. C. 

 
Hay, E. L., Lefkowitz, E. S., & Fingerman, K. L. (2004, November). The experience of worry in 

intergenerational relationships: What parents and adult offspring worry about. Poster to be 
presented at the Gerontological Society of America  Conference, Washington D. C. 

 
Cichy, K. E., Espinosa-Hernandez, G., Lefkowitz, E. S., Musser, L. M., & Fingerman, K. L. 

(2004, November).  Parent-offspring gender attitude similarity: Does it matter for 
relationship quality?  Poster to be presented at the Gerontological Society of America 
 Conference, Washington D. C. 
 

Lefkowitz, E. S., Snavely, B. L., & Fingerman, K. L. (2004, July). Positive 
and negative experiences during conversations between adults and their 
parents. Paper presented at the Conference on Personal Relationships (IARR), Madison, WI. 

 
Nussbaum, J., Fingerman, K. L., & Birditt, K. S. (2003, November). Middle-aged adults and 

family communication. Paper presented in A. L. Vangelisti (Chair). Family Communication: 
Theory, Developmental Issues, and Context. Symposium conducted at the annual meeting of 
the National Communication Association.  
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Fingerman, K. L., Hay, E. L., Cichy, K. E., Tang, C. Y, Chen, P. C., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2003, 

November). Close ties with distant parents: Geographic separation in intergenerational ties. 
Poster presented at the Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, San Diego, CA.  

 
Moorman, S., M., Booth, A., Fingerman, K. L. (2003, November). Women’s romantic 

relationships after widowhood. Poster presented at the Gerontological Society of America 
annual meeting, San Diego, CA.  

 
Hay, E. L., Fingerman, K. L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2003, November). Worry and coping with 

worries in intergenerational ties. Poster presented at the Gerontological Society of America 
annual meeting, San Diego, CA. 

 
Cichy, K. E., Fingerman, K. L., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2003, November). Age and gender 

differences in topics of intergenerational tensions. Poster presented at the Gerontological 
Society of America annual meeting, San Diego, CA.  

 
Hay, E. L., Kamp Dush, C.M., Cichy, K., Hosterman, S., & Fingerman, K. L. (2003, April). Role 

revisions when parents grow older: Perceptions of change and continuity. In K. L. 
Fingerman & J. Jacobs (co-chairs), “Consistency and change in parent-child relationships 
across the lifespan”, symposium conducted at the Society for Research on Child 
Development, Tampa, FL.   

 
Birditt, K. S., Fingerman, K. L., & Almeida, A. (2002, November). Do we really get better at 

picking our battles? Age and gender differences in reactions to daily interpersonal tensions. 
Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Boston, 
MA.  

 
Hay, E. L., Moorman, S.M., & Fingerman, K. L. (2002, November). Still the same after all these 

years? Generational discrepancies in parent-adult child perceptions of influence. Poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Boston, MA.  

 
Fingerman, K. L., Hay, E. L., Cichy, K. S, & Espinoza, G. (2002, November). Parents’ and 

offspring’s ratings of parental functioning. In K. L. Fingerman (Chair), “You Don’t Look So 
Hot, Bernie”: Social Partners’ Perceptions of Older Adults’ Health. Symposium conducted 
at the annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Boston, MA.  

 
Hay, E. L., Birditt, K. S., Cichy, K., & Fingerman, K. L. (2001, November). Age differences in 

close, problematic, and ambivalent social ties. In K. L. Fingerman (Chair), Complexities in 
Socioemotional Experiences. Symposium conducted at the annual meeting of the 
Gerontological Society of America, Chicago, IL.  

 
Birditt, K. S., & Fingerman, K. L. (2001, August). Age differences in reactions to interpersonal 

tensions. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Psychological Association, San 
Francisco, CA.  
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Birditt, K. S., Fingerman, K. L., Kamp, C., & Lefkowitz, E. S. (2000, November). Becoming a 

friend to your parent: Development of a scale of filial maturity. Poster presented at the 
annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Washington, DC.  

 
Davey, A., Fingerman, K. L., & Jenkins-Tucker, C. (2000, November). Sources of variability in 

adult siblings’ memories of past relationships with parents. In A. Davey & K. L. Fingerman 
(Co-chairs), The Family as a unit of investigation. Symposium conducted at the annual 
meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Washington, DC. 

 
Hay, E. L., & Fingerman, K. L. (2000, November). Age differences in perceptions of control and 

worry in close, problematic, and ambivalent relationships. Poster presented at the annual 
meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Washington, DC.  

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
 
Undergraduate: Honors Seminar in Lifespan Development, Introduction to Lifespan 
Development, Introduction to Human Development and Family Studies, Introduction to Adult 
Development and Aging, Advanced Adult Development and Aging, Social Gerontology, Aging 
in the 21st Century, Undergraduate Research Seminar 
 
Graduate: Multidisciplinary Perspectives in Gerontology, Proseminar in Individual 
Development, Social Relationships across Adulthood, The Life Works of Margret Baltes, Family 
Gerontology, Social Relationships as a Context for Adult Development 
 
EDITORIAL ACTIVITIES: 
 
Editorial Boards: 
 
Journal of Marriage and Family (2007-present) 
International Journal of Aging and Human Development (2001-present) 
Journals of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences (2003-present) 
Psychology of Women Quarterly (1999-2004) 
 
Edited Publications: 
Editor (Cynthia Berg, Toni Antonucci, Jacqui Smith, co-editors) Handbook of lifespan 
psychology (in preparation). New York: Springer Publishers.  
Co-editor (Frieder Lang, Editor), Growing together: Personal relationships across the lifespan. 
New York: Cambridge University Press.  
Editor (Victoria Bedford, Co-editor), special edition of International Journal of Aging and 
Human Development: Child Development and Gerontology Collaborations. 
 
Ad Hoc Reviewer: 
Aging & Mental Health  
Applied Developmental Science 
Developmental Psychology 
Educational Gerontology 
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Family Relations 
The Gerontologist 
International Journal of Behavioral Development 
Journal of California Agriculture   
Journal of Communication 
Journal of Family Issues 
Journal of Family Communication  
Journal of Family Psychology 
Journal of Family Theory & Review 
 Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 
Journal of Health and Social Behavior 
Journal of Marriage and Family 
Journal of Personal and Social Relationships 
Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology 
National Sexuality Resource Center 
Personal Relationships 
Psychology and Aging 
Research in Human Development 
Research on Aging 
Review of General Psychology 
Sex Roles, Social Forces 
Social Psychology Quarterly 
Academic Press, Allyn Bacon textbook division, Cambridge University Press, Guilford Press, 
Lawrence Erlbaum, McGraw-Hill, Wadsworth Publishing, Wiley textbook division, William 
Brown textbook division, Worth Publishing 
 
Grant Review Panels: 
National Institute on Aging, Ad-Hoc Review Panel 1999 
Retirement Research Foundation 1999 
National Institute of Aging Center Review Group 2003 
National Research Council of Canada 2003 
Austrian Research Foundation 2004 
NIH, Study Section Risk, Prevention, Behavior, & Health C-10 2005 
Marchionne Foundation, 2005 
NIH, Special emphasis panel 2006 
NIH, Psychosocial Development, Risk Prevention Study Section 2006-2008 
Brookdale Foundation National Fellowship Review 2006 
United States-Israel Binational Science Foundation, 2007 
NIH, Study Section, Social Psychology and Interpersonal Processes, Study Section 2008-present 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
 
Professional Association Memberships: 
Gerontological Society of America, elected Fellow 2002 
American Psychological Society, elected Fellow 2005 
American Psychological Association 



 Karen L. Fingerman 
 Page 17 
 
International Association for Relationship Research  
 
Service to Professional Societies 

• Chair, Distinguished Career Committee, Gerontological Society of America, 2008.  
• Member-at-Large, American Psychological Association Division 20, Adult Development 

& Aging, 2006-2009. 
• Elections committee, Division 20, Adult Development & Aging, American Psychological 

Association, 2007-2008. 
• Chair, Socioemotional experience and well-being.  Symposium presented at the 

Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, 2006.  
• Co-chair (Kelly Cichy, chair), A Picture Tells a Thousand Words: Observation Studies in 

Gerontological Research.  Symposium presented at the Gerontological Society of 
America annual meeting, 2005. 

• Member-at-Large, Behavioral & Social Sciences, Gerontological Society of America, 
2003-2005 

• Chair, Distinguished Mentor Committee, Gerontological Society of America, 2003 
• Member, student awards committee, American Psychological Association, 2003-2005 
• Member, nominating committee, Gerontological Society of America 2003 
• Member, Awards Committee, Gerontological Society of America, 2001-2003, Chair 

distinguished mentor committee 2003.  
• Chair, “You Don’t Look So Hot Bernie”: Social Partners’ Perceptions of Older Adults. 

Symposium presented at the Gerontological Society of America annual meeting, 2002.  
• Chair, Margret Baltes Awards Committee, Gerontological Society of America, 2001. 
• Member, technology committee, Behavioral and Social Sciences, Gerontological Society 

of America, 2001, 2006. 
• Co-chair (Manfred Diehl, Chair), Educating the Larger Public about Issues in 

Psychology and Aging. Symposium presented at the American Psychological Association 
annual meeting, August 2001.  

• Co-chair, Education Committee, Division 20 (Adult Development and Aging), American 
Psychological Association, 2000-2002. 

• Reviewer, Gerontological Society of America annual conference (1995 to present). 
• Reviewer, American Psychological Association annual conference, Division 20, Adult 

Development and Aging (1994 to present). 
• Education Committee, Division 20, American Psychological Association 

 
University Activities: 
 
• Head of Graduate Program, Child Development & Family Studies (2007-2008) 
• Women’s leadership forum attendee (January, 2008) 
• Hatch Grant Review Committee, Child Development & Family Studies (2008) 
• Senior co-chair, United Way Campaign, College of Consumer & Family Sciences (2006-

2007).  
• Member, Search Committee for Department Head in Child Development and Family Studies, 

College of Consumer and Family Sciences (2005-2008)   
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• Member, Search Committee for Marriage & Family Therapy, Child Development & Family 

Studies, Purdue University (2006) 
• Member, University Committee on Equity and Equal Opportunity, Purdue University (2005-

2008) 
• Chair, Search Committee for Adult Development and Aging, Child Development & Family 

Studies, Purdue University (2004-2005) 
• Chair, Search Committee for Methodology, Child Development & Family Studies, Purdue 

University (2004-2005) 
• Member, Search Committee for Family Studies, Child Development & Family Studies, 

Purdue University (2003-2004) 
• Member, Graduate Committee, Child Development & Family Studies, Purdue University 

(2003-2007)  
• Chair, Awards Committee, Human Development & Family Studies (2000-2002) 
• Member, Search Committee for Department Head in Human Development and Family 

Studies, College of Health and Human Development (2001-2002)  
• Member, Faculty Search Committee, Methodology position, Human Development and 

Family Studies (2001)  
• Member, Graduate Admissions Committee, Human Development and Family Studies (1997-

1998, 1999-2002) 
• Member, Faculty Search Committee, Adult Development position, Human Development and 

Family Studies (1998-1999) 
• Member, University Committee for Integration of New Faculty (1996-1998) 
• Faculty mentor, Minority Scholars Summer Research Programs (1996-1999) 
• Member, Awards Committee, Human Development and Family Studies (1996-1997) 
• Member, Faculty Search Committee, Family Development position, Human Development 

and Family Studies (1995-1996) 
• Member, Graduate Comprehensive Examination Committee, Human Development and 

Family Studies (1995-1997) 
 

Study Abroad: 
1987-1988 University of Nairobi, Nairobi, Kenya, Rotary Scholar 
1982-1983 Gymnase Cantonal, Neuchatel, Switzerland  
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Professor and Head, Human Development and Family Studies 
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Professor of Psychology 
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University of Michigan 
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